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Friends of Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation Newsletter
Volume #3
Spring 2020
PROGRAMMING AND EVENTS FOR HOFWYL-BROADFIELD PLANTATION

5556 US Highway 17 N, Brunswick, GA, at the intersection of GA 99,
one mile east of I-95, exit 42
Sat., April 11, 2020 begins at 10:00 a.m. Rice Program
Sat., April 18, 2020, 9:00a.m.-3:00 p.m. Plein Air Artists Event
Sun., May 17, 2020 begins at 2:00 p.m. Hofwyl’s Jewish Connection

Sat., Jun 6, 2020 begins at 10:30 a.m. History Hike at the Hofwyl Trails
Sat., June 13, 2020, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Junior Ranger Saturday
Sat., June 13, 2020, begins at 8:30 p.m. Nighttime Nature Hike
For plantation information contact: Bill Giles, Historic Site Manager,
912-264-7333 or bill.giles@dnr.ga.gov
.
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For more information see our Facebook page

A Note from the Friends
Hofwyl-Broadfield
Plantation’s President…
Wow! We at the Friends of
Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation
Historic site have certainly had
a busy year. I am amazed at
what this small group of
“Friends” has been able to accomplish.
Shortly before I became president of the Friend’s group, the
former president, Jane White,
Mason Stewart
held a series of interesting
meetings where she asked us to write down on sticky-notes things
that we would like to see the Friend’s group accomplish. I think
we ran out of sticky notes before we ran out of ideas. So, as President this past year, I have had the challenging opportunity to
begin implementing a few of the many really good ideas that began with Jane’s sticky notes.
This year, with the help of some outstanding committee chairpersons, Jack and Jeanne Earl McConnell, we began a continuing series of historically themed educational programs designed to increase the interest, awareness, and visitations to this historic site.
The programs have covered a range of diverse topics from The
Jewish Connection to Hofwyl, to the site’s spectacular Camellia 2

plants. With the help of genealogists Amy Hedrick and Friends member, Dr. William Collins, we had a special program that explored the
lives and genealogy of the enslaved workers who toiled in the fields of
Hofwyl. I am especially proud of the fact that, thanks to Liz DeMato’s
publicity, the event attracted family members from as far away as Tampa, Florida and Raleigh, North Carolina. It was possibly the largest reunion of former enslaved Hofwyl families since emancipation.

DVD copies of the Hofwyl programs are being compiled by Troup
Nightingale and will soon be made available to the public. Please,
check out the calendar of upcoming events in this newsletter.
This year, we reintroduced Bees to the plantation and are now selling
historic “Hofwyl Honey” in the gift shop.
Thanks to the diligence and persistence of our cookbook committee
led by Sissy Kammer, we are nearing the publication of a collection of
historic recipes gleaned from original Hofwyl source documents.
We have also begun our first fundraising effort to help preserve Ophelia Dent’s historic car. Thanks to a generous gift from the Georgia Historical Society, Gordon Strother and his team have already raised over
$1,500 toward preserving this important piece of Hofwyl history. The
Friends group will match this gift and dedicate the preservation in
memory of Bob Johnson, a special friends member, who sadly passed
away last year. Last, but far from least, the mission of the Friends of
Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation State Historic Site is to be an advocate
for and to support the historical significance, dignity and tradition that
is Hofwyl. This Newsletter you are currently reading, started last fall by
Linda Hlozansky, is the best example of how a few dedicated and talented “Friends” can work together to bring this important mission to a
reality.
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Ghosts & Legends of Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation Tours
Sat., April 18, 2020 at 7 p.m.
Sat., April 25, 2020 at 7 p.m.
Sat., May 23, 2020 at 7 p.m.

Fri., June 5, 2020 at 7 p.m.
Sat., June 20, 2020 at 7 p.m.
Fri., June 26, 2020 at 7.p.m

Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation State Historic Site 5556 US Highway 17N
Brunswick, GA 31525, located at intersection of US17 and GA 99, one mile
east of I-95 exit 42.
COST: $15
DESCRIPTION:
Take an eerie journey back in time at Coastal Georgia’s most haunted rice
plantation on select nights this year. Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation State Historic Site will be offering Ghosts and Legends walking tours of the site. We
will walk beneath centuries old Live Oak trees, explore the plantation outbuildings and finish with a lantern tour of the plantation house. As we stroll
through Hofwyl-Broadfield’s moss laden trees hear the stories of five generations of plantation owners and the African-Americans who worked here, in
both slavery and freedom. There will be tales of recent ghostly encounters,
plantation folklore and the rich but tragic history of the Lowcountry rice
fields.

INFORMATION:
Call 912-264-7333 for reservations or more information, also you may visit
www.GeorgiaStateParks.org/hofwyl
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Tour Hofwyl - Broadfield Plantation April 11, 2020
to Learn About Rice Production in Georgia
During colonial and the early 1800’s rice planters developed a system to
use the tidal flow of coastal rivers to flood their rice fields. The Atlantic
Ocean tides, when rising, forced fresh water ahead of the seawater, which
raised the fresh water level upriver. Additionally a tidal-powered rice mill
was invented in the late 1700s that could mill more than 100 barrels of rice
per day. Many such mills were constructed throughout the Carolinas and
Georgia. By the 1780’s production in the region of South Carolina and
Georgia had reached 80,000,000 pounds. Hofwyl– Broadfield Plantation
is an example of these early plantations in Georgia. On April 11, 2020 at
10:00 a.m. you are invited to attend a walking program on rice production.
The event will include: how rice was grown, a visit to the rice mill on the
property, and a tour of the former rice beds that are now marsh. For additional information contact Bill Giles, site manager at 912– 264-7333. Fee
for the event is $8.00 for adults, $7 for seniors, $5 for youth (6-17) under 5
years old are free.
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A New Camellia for Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation

Mrs. Lloyd Y. Flanders donated a very special Camellia to the collection at Hofwyl-Broadfield
Plantation. Mr. Estes who ran a flower shop on Saint Simons Island for many years named the
Camellia after his daughter, Woodie Estes. It is special as it is a sport (mutation) of Professor Sargent. Professor Sargent is a beautiful red, but Woodie Estes is pink! Hofwyl has several Professor Sargent trees on the grounds, and now we have Woodie Estes too.

What a place to Paint!
The Albert Fendig Plein Air Artists Event
is returning to
Hofwyl—Broadfield Plantation
Saturday, April 18, 2020
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Artists may preregister by sending a check
in the amount of $25 to : Friends of HofwylBroadfield, Post Office Box 1801, Brunswick, GA 31520
The Fee includes admission, catered lunch,
a wine reception ( Wet Paint Sale and Display) at 2:00 p.m., and participation in the
Traveling Show (voluntary).
Traveling show will exhibit as follows:
May Horton Gallery, hospital in Brunswick
June McIntosh Art Center in Darien
August Golden Isles Welcome Center SSI

You don’t have to paint! Come out to enjoy
watching the painters or deal for a masterpiece.

September Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation
for display/ and or artist pickup

Albert Fendig
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Horton Gallery at Southeast Medical Center

More about Albert’s 8th Annual Hofwyl Plein Air Affair
Tickets are available at the door.
Regular Admission for the public is: $8 for adults;
$7 for seniors (62 and over)
$5 for Youth (6 - 17)
children ages 5 and under are free.
A Workshop, conducted by George Netherton, will be held on Saturday, April 11,
2020, at Hofwyl for beginning Plein Air Painters, and those more experienced who just
want a good Plein Air review and warm-up. The registration fee is $60, and you can simply
add it to your registration check for a total of $85. Please send a check and your email information by Saturday, April 4, payable to Friends of Hofwyl, Post Office Box 1810, Brunswick, Georgia 31520. Please bring a bag lunch on Saturday, April 11, 2020. Bottled water
will be provided. All proceeds from the Workshop will be used to offset the costs incurred
by “Friends of Hofwyl.” Space is limited to 8 people.
For information on Plein Air, please call:
George Netherton, 678-778-8889, gnetherton@me.com.
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Junior Ranger Saturday
June 13, 2020
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Where History and Nature merge!

Walk the Hofwyl-Broadfield activity trail and tour the plantation
house with a ranger. Learn some little known facts about the plantation while completing sections of the Junior Ranger Handbook.
“We will talk about different things from the plantation house to the marsh.”
Bill Giles, Site Manager

Cost: $5 - $8
To register, call: 912-264-7333

~ Be Prepared To Be Outdoors in the Georgia Summer!
~Bring Water, Insect Repellent, and Sunscreen!

Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation State Historic Site 5556 US Highway 17N
Brunswick, GA 31525, located at intersection of US17 and GA 99, one mile east
of I-95 exit 42.
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OPHELIA’S LAST RIDE FUNDRAISER
The Friends of Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation State Historic Site are raising funds to preserve Ophelia Dent’s 1970 Oldsmobile Cutlass. It has been
kept in the garage beside the antebellum plantation house for nearly 50
years, and it is beginning to show its age with pitting on the body, rust, wellworn tires and the need for some engine work. The Friends of Hofwyl are
dedicating their efforts on the preservation of this car in memory of Bob
Johnson, a volunteer and “long time friend.” The estimated cost of repair is
$3-$5,000. Hofwyl friends will match funds up to $5,000. Recently, The
Friends of Coastal Georgia History presented us with a check for $1,500. The
friends of Hofwyl will match that amount. This will give us a great start for
making repairs and buying new brakes and tires. If you are interested in making a monetary contribution, please make your check payable to “Friends of
Hofwyl,” and mail it to Gail Johnson, Treasurer, 164 Seminole Road, Brunswick, Georgia 31525, gail021945@gmail.com. Thanks!

Right to left: Duane Harris, President of Coastal Georgia History, handing the check to Bill Giles,
Site Manager, and looking on is Mason Stewart, President of Friends of Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation and Gordon Strother, Trustee of Friends of Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation.
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“THE JEWISH FAMILY CONNECTION TO HOFWYL”
On Sunday, May 17, 2020, the President of The Friends of Hofwyl, Mason Stewart, will again present a special program on the “Jewish Family Connection to Hofwyl.”
Considered by some to be one of the most historically significant interfaith unions of its time, the joining of Savannah and Philadelphia’s powerful and influential Cohen-Gratz families to Hofwyl’s equally esteemed Troup-Dent families in 1880 has often
been overlooked by local historians. From a merchant who helped finance an army that
saved a new nation, to another who fought equally hard to tear it apart, the genealogical
powerhouse of 18th and 19th centuries notables produced by the marriage of these two
families is a story not to be missed.
The program will begin at 2:00 p.m., in the museum theater of the HofwylBroadfield Plantation State Historic Site which is located at 5556 US Highway 17N,
Brunswick, at the intersection of US 17 and GA 99, one mile east of I-95, exit 42.
Cost of admission to the park is: $8 adults, $7 seniors, $5 youth (6 -17) and children ages 5 and under are free. Reservations are not required, but suggest getting there
early for a seat.

James Dent and Miriam Cohen Dent
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History Hike at the Hofwyl Trails
Saturday, June 6, 2020
10:30 a.m.
Visit the website: www.gastateparks.org/hofwylbroadfieldplantation.
Come explore over 200 years of history with a two mile walk through HofwylBroadfield’s past. This walk will feature the ruins of the original plantation house, rice
fields, and rice mill area of the old slave settlement, plantation road, old spring gardens
and more. Attendees will also be able to take part in regularly scheduled tours of the plantation house. The walk will be about 2 miles in length. Bring water and insect repellent.
Wear comfortable walking shoes.
Visitors may purchase tickets at the door. Regular Admission for the public is: $8 for
adults; $7 for seniors (62 and over); and $5 for Youth (6 - 17), and children ages 5 and under
are free.
Hofwyl-Broadfield Plantation State Historic Site is located at 5556 US Highway 17N,
Brunswick, at the intersection of US 17 and GA 99, one mile east of I-95, exit 42. For information, call Bill Giles, Historic Site Manager, 912-264-7333, bill.giles@dnr.ga.gov.
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All About the Family...
Murder Most Foul
by
S.T. Lanter
“Daniel Heyward [Brailsford], murdered on the stage road twelve miles from Darien….”

The modern day Sapelo Bridge looking north on US 17. The old road is thirty or forty yards to the right, the murder occurred in the grove of oak trees, to the right on the northern side of the river. Most likely near the utility
pole on the right far ground. Author photo November 2018.

On a hot, humid August afternoon on the Stage Road, a short distance from Sapelo
bridge, a rider swiftly dismounts, cocks the hammers of his double-barreled ‘fowling
piece’ and spying his quarry pulls both triggers. The blast shatters the warm tedium of
the late afternoon. The victim collapses falls to the ground and dies without uttering a

word as a bright crimson stream pools in the dust. The grim-faced assailant makes no effort to escape as brawny arms knock him to the ground and bind his hands.
“Homicide – With feelings of deepest regret for the victim, we are called upon to announce the untimely death of one of Georgia’s most favored sons, Col. Daniel H. Brailsford
of McIntosh County…. We are appalled by the awful intelligence that the virtuous and intelligent Brailsford had met with a … sudden and violent fate. [S]hot down with a fowling piece
by a man named [John] Forbes … without we are informed of the shadow of provocation….”
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A week after its initial report the Darien Telegraph, provided additional insights into this
incident which created a sensation throughout coastal Georgia:
“The real cause is to be sought,… two years ago Forbes was in the employment of the deceased as an overseer,… but in consequence of a removal of a portion of the negroes from
the plantation it was found inexpedient to continue his services any longer…. From that
moment [Forbes] conceived the most rancorous and deadly hate, which nothing but the
blood of his victim could appease. Accordingly, on the [afternoon] of the 22 nd of August, …
Forbes rode up, and dismounting from his horse, shot the deceased with a double-barreled
gun, the contents of which entered a little below the groin and instantly deprived him
[Brailsford] of life. Thus perished Col. D. H. Brailsford, in the prime of life, aged 36
years….”
Justice was prompt, appeals succinct and the sentence swiftly carried out. After a
two-day trial, December 1st and 2nd, 1833 the jury deliberated only 15 minutes before
finding Forbes guilty. Forbes went to the gallows in Darien December 27, 1833.

Forbes was unrepentant until the end from a report reprinted in The Ohio
Repository states that Forbes:
“tried to cut his own throat but failed. Then he refused to have a cap [hood] drawn over his
face. [And as the trap was sprung]… [u]sing the most profane language, he was swung off
with a half-uttered oath upon his lips.”
The dismissal of Forbes as plantation manager by Brailsford may only have been
an ancillary cause of the unfortunate incident near Sapelo Bridge. There may have been
another more immediate factor, as old as humanity itself: jealousy, which motivated
Forbes—who was guilty! One source notes, that the murder occurred: “allegedly in response to Brailsford’s attentions to Forbes’ wife.”
Charles Spalding Wylly writes in his memoirs that Brailsford was known as a
charmer among the ladies. Additionally, the location of the fatal wounds, “a little below
the groin …” speaks volumes about Forbes’ state of mind and motivation while, perhaps,
calling into question his aim.
Amy Hedrick, GlynnGen.com, Coastal Georgia Genealogy & History, quoting The Ohio Repository, Canton,
Ohio February 7, 1834.
Myers, Robert Manson, The Children of Pride, p. 1471.
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